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Reconstructing the portrayal of midwives working at a perinatal medical center
—Cases of midwives who moved from a general maternity

department to a perinatal center—

Yuka Kayouda", Kiyoko Tamashiro”
Abstract

Objective: The aim of the study was to elucidate how midwives who moved from a general maternity ward
overcame the portrayal that midwives mainly provide normal maternity care, and reconstructed the portrayal
of midwives working at a perinatal medical center.

Methods: We conducted semi-structured interviews with 11 midwives working in a maternity ward of a
perinatal center in Prefecture A. The subjects were referred to us by the Nurse Manager, and included those
who 1) had worked in a hospital that mainly provided normal maternity care before moving to the perinatal
center, 2) had at least 5 years of midwifery experience, and 3) had worked at the perinatal center for at least
1 year. Results were analyzed using the Modified Grounded Theory Approach(Kinosita,2003).

Results: Midwives working in the perinatal center described that their [portrayal of midwives is now
changed] as they felt that there was a significant difference between the portrayal of traditional midwives
compared with those working in the perinatal center. They further indicated that it was the opportunity
to “improve midwifery skills” and “rethink the role of a midwife” that led to [an opportunity to grow]
by changing their mindset from the aforementioned feelings. Through these opportunities, the subjects
reported that they became aware of their [role as a midwife in a perinatal center]. While valuing “traditional
midwifery skills,” the subjects felt the need for multidisciplinary cooperation and the “need for collaboration
with physicians” by performing patient-centered work “as a team beyond one specific ward.” The subjects
demonstrated that they were able to reconstruct the portrayal of midwives by finding and practicing “what
able to do in the given scenario” and using their past experience to [discover what should be doing as a
midwife].

Conclusion: Our findings demonstrated that the midwives working in the perinatal center were able to
start the process of reconstructing the portrayal of midwives by identifying their role while also valuing the
traditional midwifery skills and utilizing their previous experience.

Key Words: perinatal medical center, portrayal of midwives,movement
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